[image: image1.jpg]


DWE NEWSLETTER

September 18th 2009

Introduction: Hello readers! Welcome to our newsletter. This newsletter is a collection of predominantly good news stories taken from assorted media releases. There is great news about my personal favourite sportsman, Kurt Fearnley, who has been made ambassador for the International Day of People with Disability and another sports related story about a quadriplegic woman who sailed single handedly around Britain. 

Any feedback or contributions for promotions are most welcome.
Recent Media releases:

Massive state health revamp August 13th, 2009 

BELLARINE MP Lisa Neville will spearhead a restructure of Victoria's health system in a bid to bolster mental health prevention and improve hospital performances. A large shift in health problems projected for the state has forced the creation of a massive new Department of Health that will oversee health, mental health and aged care. These will be broken-off from the Department of Human Services, which will keep administration of family, disability and housing. Ms Neville's portfolios of mental health, senior Victorians and community services will be spread across the two departments. Also, in a promotion for Ms Neville, she will now be the lead minister for the Department of Human Services overseeing the detailed operation, accountability and budget of the $14 billion-a-year department.

"There's no doubt the Department of Human Services had become too big. The future projections of demand for services were enormous," she said "The ageing of our population is not far around the corner and there will be an increase in services for the elderly. As our population increases there will be more vulnerable families and demand for things like disability services. In Geelong, one in six people are over 60. But in 20 years' time that will become one in four, The new secretary for the Department of the Human Services will be senior bureaucrat Gill Callister.”

Premier John Brumby yesterday said there were serious issues for the DHS to tackle.

"The unfortunate reality is that cases of family breakdown are becoming more frequent and more complex," Mr Brumby said. "Across Australia, we are also facing a workforce challenge in recruiting enough case workers for vulnerable children. Addressing this recruitment issue and providing greater clarity around decision making will be key priorities for the new Department of Human Services."

Good news stories:

Disability contracts improved September 13th 2009

The Tasmanian Government is changing its procurement guidelines making it easier for businesses that employ people with a disability to secure contracts. Tasmania is the second state to follow the Commonwealth's lead and adopt relaxed guidelines for businesses who have people with a disability in their workforce and compete for Government contracts. Previously considered disadvantaged, the Treasurer Michael Aird says those businesses will now have more flexible rules to follow - they may be exempt from submitting a full quotation or from undertaking the mandatory tender process. 

"We are in tough economic times but it's even more important that we have consideration for people with disabilities," he said. "The organisations that employ people with disabilities in employment contribute about $20 million a year to the economy so there is a benefit to the economy in overall terms by providing this opportunity to people with disabilities."

Mr Aird says the businesses will still have to prove they are value for money when competing for contracts, which he believes will not be hard. Margaret Reynolds from the National Disability Service says it is a welcome change.

"People with disabilities aren't a separate category of people, they're the same and they have the same aspirations as the rest of the community," she said.

The procurement changes take effect this week.

New Ambassador - Mr Kurt Fearnley

Olympic gold medal winner Kurt Fearnley is an inspiration to people with and without disability. 
Born without the lower portion of his spine, Kurt is an international wheelchair racer who has won 22 marathons around the world and had 32 podium finishes from his last races. As Ambassador for International Day of People with Disability and the National Disability Awards, Kurt will help raise awareness of the contributions made by people with or without disability to the disability sector.

"It's a privilege to be a voice for a group of people whose achievements are often overlooked," said the 28 year-old high school physical education teacher. "There are so many people out there living with disability doing incredible things. The Awards are a great way of acknowledging and encouraging these achievements."

Despite his disability, Kurt showed enthusiasm and love for sports of all kinds from a young age. He focused on wheelchair racing in his teens and started competing while in school at Carcoar in NSW. 
Over the years, Kurt has competed and won medals at the 2000 Sydney Paralympics, the 2004 Athens Paralympics and the 2008 Beijing Paralympics. 

"There is no higher honour than representing your country," said the 2009 NSW Young Australian of the Year. "I love being able to pull on the green and gold when I compete."

In November 2009 Kurt plans to crawl the Kokoda Trail with up to 25 of his close family and friends alongside him. Kurt will spend two weeks swinging his body up, down and over the famous Kokoda Trail, without a wheelchair in sight.

"Often people with disability are only seen for their disability and not their individual achievements. IDPwD is a day where we can celebrate and enjoy the achievements of people with disability."
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Sailor achieves record in UK September 1, 2009,
A yachtswoman on Monday became the first quadriplegic woman to sail solo around Britain, arriving in Dover to cheers from well wishers. Hilary Lister, 37, sailed into Dover harbour in southeast England after the 40-day trip in her specially adapted boat.

"It's absolutely amazing. It's great to be back in Dover and to have completed the trip, the dream," Lister told reporters. I can't quite believe I've done it to be honest."

After enjoying sports as a child, Lister was diagnosed with a degenerative disease which gradually limited the use of her body. She had to adapt to adulthood being able to only move her head, eyes and mouth, but her life changed when she discovered sailing in 2003. Her mother Pauline Rudd said: 
"It is a staggering achievement, technically apart from anything else. Not only for her but for the whole crew who deserve a lot of recognition. To be able to do this when she is in so much pain and so dependent is a huge undertaking."

Lister operated the boat using three straws connected to sensitive pressure switches. A "sip" on one straw caused the boat to go to starboard, while a "puff" took the boat to port. The second straw controlled the winch motor for both sails in a similar fashion. The third straw allowed Lister to control her autopilot, to trim one sail relative to the other and raise or lower the height of the boom.

Events:
Wheelchair Sports Victoria is proud to be hosting the APYG from the 5th – 10th October at Melbourne’s premier sporting venues, including the Melbourne Sports & Aquatic Centre (MSAC). 

This is a free event and all members and their friends and families are encouraged to attend. 

For information: http://www.wsv.org.au/events/australian-paralympic-youth-games.html
Ballarat event - Mobility Safety and Transport Expo

Need help getting around town? Not comfortable using a bus or taxi? Can’t walk very far without assistance? No longer have a driver’s licence? If any of these apply to you, then the Mobility

Safety & Transport Expo may have information to help you become more independent.

What: Information sessions, displays, lunch and Devonshire afternoon tea.

When: Tuesday 20th October, 10.30 am—2.30 pm

Where: Mining Exchange, 8-14 Lydiard Street Nth, Ballarat

How to get there: If you cannot arrange your own transport, please speak to Lynne Redman to discuss options.

Need to catch a Bus to the Expo: Call Davis Bus Lines for a Free Door to Door Service from your home to the Expo and return. Phone: 03 5331 7777

RSVP: Phone Lynne Redman on 03 5332 8679 to register your attendance for lunch and/or afternoon tea or Email: lredman@rslvicagedcare.com.
Archived newsletters are available from our website: www.disabilityconsultants.com.au/news/ 

To subscribe or unsubscribe please indicate on our Enquiry Form at: www.disabilityconsultants.com.au/contact_us/ 

Contact us: 

E: deb@disabilityconsultants.com.au 

W: www.disabilityconsultants.com.au 

M: 0428 991 671

P: (03) 5334 4358

Disclaimer:
Information, views or opinions expressed on the DWE newsletter originates from many different sources and contributors throughout the general community. Please note that content does not necessarily represent or reflect the views and opinions of DWE or their affiliates. 

