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DWE NEWSLETTER

August 28th 2009

Introduction: Hello readers! Welcome to the late August DWE newsletter. 

This newsletter places a focus on wheelchairs and scooters in particular – scooter safety.
Bid to curb deaths on mobility scooters 

Article written by LISA CALAUTTI in Perth 

on 11th August 2009, 

Accidents involving motorised scooters have caused the death of more than 70 people around the country in the past nine years, prompting the Australian Government to issue a warning about their safety. Thirteen deaths have occurred in WA, with more than 150 people needing hospital treatment for injuries associated with scooters since 2000.

Consumer Affairs Minister Craig Emerson said he wanted to look at ways to curb road deaths caused by scooters. “Since July 2000 there have been more than 71 deaths in Australia directly related to accidents involving motorised mobility scooters,” Mr Emerson said.

“While mobility scooters allow people with limited ability to maintain active, independent lifestyles these injury statistics are alarming. The Australian Competition and Consumer Commission will invite a number of key stakeholders to form a reference group to develop a joint national approach to problems involving motorised mobility scooters.”

 
The Injury Control Council of WA said in a position paper released in 2007 that motorised gopher and scooter users were “vulnerable road users”. Falls caused by hitting objects, or “tipovers” from uneven surfaces, kerbs and gutters were the most common cause of injuries or death. Broken hips, cuts to hands, face and limbs were widespread injuries reported among WA users.

Falls prevention manager Suzanne Butler said like all injuries, deaths and hospitalisations because of a gopher-related incident were preventable. “If gopher-users and their families have any doubts about their ability to operate their gopher safely, it is advised they visit their GP, occupational therapist or physiotherapist for a full assessment,” Ms Butler said, “Users of gophers are legally defined as pedestrians if the device cannot travel faster than 10km/h, and the driver suffers from an injury or disability. The number of gopher users is increasing and will continue to do so as Australia’s population ages.”

Ms Butler said gopher or motorised scooter users should have basic skills in co-ordination and strength, physical balance and endurance. “Everyone has a role to play in preventing gopher related injuries, including gopher users themselves, the community, policy developers, local government, health professionals and manufacturers.”

Scooter recharge scheme

Whilst on the topic of safety etc, if you or anyone you know is interested in setting up a scooter recharge scheme contact DWE to help you. For further information and the website set up by guru Angela Lampard (MetroAccess worker) see: http://www.rechargescheme.org.au

Contact details for Angela Lampard  Coordinator MetroAccess and Inclusion 

Nillumbik Shire Council 14-32 Civic Drive (PO Box 476) Greensborough, Victoria 3088 Ph: 9433 3355 Mob: 0438 009 672 E: Angela.Lampard@nillumbik.vic.gov.au  

Wheelchair Safety and Standards Monitoring 

Engineers Australia’s National Committee on Rehabilitation Engineering (NCRE) is hosting their 8th Annual National Symposium on Wheelchair Safety and Standards Monitoring. 
The focus this year is on optimal wheelchair provision and what this means to the different stake holders that are involved in the process. In other words: 
“What does it take to get the right wheelchair, to the right client, to the right place, at the right time & price and with the right funding?”

Different stakeholders have different perspectives on how to achieve this. Join the NCRE in exploring this topic. Hear opinions from clients, clinicians, funders and suppliers. Join in a forum discussion towards investigating and understanding this complex issue.
Wednesday 16th September 2009, 9.30am - 3.30pm, Auditorium, Engineers Australia Victorian Division, 21 Bedford Street, North Melbourne, VIC

Cost: $110 inc GST

You can register to attend online here: events.engineersaustralia.org.au/ei/getdemo.ei?id=83&s=_6880XOTIM 
Have you the cheek to help with cerebral palsy research? 

The University of Adelaide is seeking the support of families from around the country to participate in an exciting national study examining the causes of cerebral palsy.

Researchers are seeking to recruit 2,500 families with a child who has cerebral palsy.  The project will also involve 2,500 families with a child who does not have cerebral palsy.

Cerebral palsy affects approximately 1 in 500 children in Australia and is a disorder that affects control of movement and posture. Cerebral palsy is a result of injury to the neuro-motor region of the brain and symptoms vary greatly in severity from poor muscle co-ordination to quadriplegia.

Make a difference

Research projects are always being conducted, but this is one you can get involved in! Here is an opportunity for you to make a difference and to engage in community research that may help future generations.

Participation in this study is easy and simply requires a cheek swab sample of DNA (using a cotton bud) from children and their mothers. This can be posted back to the researchers, along with a short survey to be completed by mothers.  Children need to be aged between 5 and 18 years, have been born in Australia and of Caucasian background. Visit our website and enroll today!

To find out more about the study; Contact a member of the research team on 1800 800 795 (free call) or visit the website www.adelaide.edu.au/cerebralpalsy/
Archived newsletters are available from our website: www.disabilityconsultants.com.au/news/ 

To subscribe or unsubscribe please indicate on our Enquiry Form at: www.disabilityconsultants.com.au/contact_us/ 

Contact us: 

E: deb@disabilityconsultants.com.au 

W: www.disabilityconsultants.com.au 

M: 0428 991 671

P: (03) 5334 4358

Disclaimer:

Information, views or opinions expressed on the DWE newsletter originates from many different sources and contributors throughout the general community. Please note that content does not necessarily represent or reflect the views and opinions of DWE or their affiliates. 

Any feedback or contributions are most welcome.

