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DWE NEWSLETTER

August 13th 2009

Introduction: Hello readers! Welcome to the DWE newsletter. 
This newsletter places a focus on Paralympics as trials for the winter Paralympics are starting this weekend. One of my pet hates is that Paralympic athletes get so little recognition for their amazing achievements compared to able bodied athletes. Michael Milton is an example – he won 4 gold medals for down hill skiing (on 1 leg) and most people in the community haven’t even heard of him. He has also suffered another bout of cancer, recovered and qualified for cycling in the summer Olympics last year – what an athlete! If an able bodied skier won 4 gold medals, swapped codes successfully they would be a household name, rich beyond their wildest dreams and a lifelong Aussie hero! The media and politicians need to pay more attention to these athletes and treat them with the same respect as any other athlete who wins medals. When is the Olympic Committee going to take a leaf out of the Commonwealth Games and integrate people with a disability into the one inclusive Olympic games – not segregate them??? 

I have added an article from the UK that articulates my feelings too.
Local news first!

Walktober '09 - PLEASE FORWARD TO ALL RELEVANT CONTACTS!

The Central Highlands Sports Assembly is looking to hold a Walktober/ Heart Foundation Walking event in the last week of October at Lake Wendouree. Before we continue with our planning we would like to hear from anyone who has a Walktober event planned or anyone who might like to be involved in the event. We are hoping to invite walking groups (including Heart Foundation Walking groups), community groups and schools from Ballarat and surrounding Shires to join us on the day! 

If you have a Walktober event planned, you would like to get involved, or you need more information, please call Breanna at the Central Highlands Sports Assembly on (03) 53316966 or email breanna.doody@chsa.org.au .

Paralympic news
UK advocates push for Paralympic awareness, social change - August 12th, 2009 from the UK Telegraph

UK academics and prominent disability sports advocates are criticizing the absence of a concrete policy to raise disability awareness and advance social change at the 2012 Paralympic Games in London. According to a survey commissioned by London 2012, about 69 per cent of respondents could not name a Paralympian. Sixty-nine per cent of those surveyed said they would like to see more media coverage of Paralympic events. The nation's most decorated Paralympic athlete, Dame Tanni Grey-Thompson, believes the public’s lack of understanding may be holding back not just the sport, but the disability aspects of the Games.

The Paralympics are a sporting – and political – movement for those living with disabilities. Grey-Thompson said: “Awareness and education, and a move towards social change and widespread acceptance have to be the key aims, along with developing a sporting structure for the future…”

Advocates are calling for increased media coverage and more community and school opportunities for Paralympic sports.

National Paralympic alpine championships action hots up August 11, 2009 Article from:  The Australian  by Margie McDonald 
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AUSTRALIA'S top skiers with a disability are carving up the slopes of Thredbo this week for the national Paralympic alpine championships ahead of next year's Winter Games in Vancouver.
Photo shows two-time Paralympian Cameron Rahles-Rahbula on a run at Thredbo Picture: Sports Photographics Australia 

Two-time Paralympian Cameron Rahles-Rahbula is searching for that maiden Paralympics medal after coming close in both the Salt Lake City Games in 2002 and Turin in 2006. He is a three-time World Championships gold medallist and would love to convert that to Paralympic gold. The 26-year-old Victorian shrugged off a back injury to take victory in the Giant Slalom at Thredbo. An amputee, who lost his left leg to cancer, Rahles-Rahbula put together a quality run in both sessions to edge out 2006 Paralympic Games downhill bronze medallist Toby Kane for the Australian title. Third was rising star Mitchell Gourley trying to make his first Games team. 

“Cameron has been really struggling with his back injury, and it wasn't until the last couple of days that it was decided that he would compete,” said Steve Graham, Australian Paralympic Winter Team head coach. “For him to come out and ski the way he did on day one, really shows how classy an athlete he is.” 

Results in Thredbo this week will go a long way towards securing a spot on the Australian Paralympic team for Vancouver next March (12-21). Athletes will also compete at the inaugural NZ Winter Games near Queenstown in the Southern Alps in two weeks, where Australia's Olympic skiers are also entered. The final Australian Winter Paralympic team will be named in Canberra on November 25. Ten athletes competed in Turin and came home with two medals - a silver and a bronze. 

The founder of the Special Olympics dies:

Eunice Kennedy Shriver, 1921-2009
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A Letter from Barack Obama President  THE WHITE HOUSE, Office of the Press Secretary:
Michelle and I were deeply saddened to learn about the passing of Eunice Kennedy Shriver. Eunice was many things to many people: a mother who inspired her children to serve others; a wife who supported her husband Sargent in the Peace Corps and in politics; and a sister to her siblings, including brothers John, Robert, and Edward. But above all, she will be remembered as the founder of the Special Olympics, as a champion for people with intellectual disabilities, and as an extraordinary woman who, as much as anyone, taught our nation - and our world - that no physical or mental barrier can restrain the power of the human spirit. Her leadership greatly enriched the lives of Special Olympians throughout the world, who have experienced the pride and joy of competition and achievement thanks to her vision. 
Chairman, Special Olympics Timothy Shriver:

My mother has always been about hope, love and opportunity. Love being the most important. For what do we have, if we do not have love? Hope for helping us through each day when life challenges us. And, opportunity that each one of us is empowered to create to make the world a better place. My mother believed in these things so strongly and they have played a major role in her life, especially, her work with people with intellectual disabilities. 

To this day, the mission of Special Olympics is rooted in the values of hope, love and opportunity. To create an opportunity for people with intellectual disabilities where they can compete, experience success and showcase their talents to the world. To create a community of hope and welcome for the athletes and their families where they can experience joy and acceptance. And, to let others share in the love and joy that comes from the athletes so openly and unencumbered. That is the essence of my mother's vision.

The mission of Special Olympics remains unchanged since she wrote it in a hotel meeting room nearly 40 years ago:
The mission of Special Olympics is to provide year-round sports training and athletic competition in a variety of Olympic-type sports for children and adults with intellectual disabilities, giving them continuing opportunities to develop physical fitness, demonstrate courage, experience joy and participate in a sharing of gifts, skills, and friendship with their families, other Special Olympics athletes and the community.

It is through her relentless determination, passion, courage and the hard work of her and many others that her vision is being realized by millions of people the world over. She has inspired people around the globe to become believers and follow in her footsteps. 

To each of you I hope you will leave inspired and embracing the values of love, hope and opportunity in your own life. And, I challenge each of you to further my mother's work and vision -- reach out to a person with intellectual disabilities who every day is looking for hope, love and opportunity. When we open our eyes to that which is around us it is so simple to do. Smile, reach out and say hello to those with intellectual disabilities in your schools and your communities. Get involved and volunteer with your local Special Olympics. I guarantee your life will be enriched and you will get back more than you give. 

For as my mother said, "As we hope for the best in them, hope is reborn in us."

Archived newsletters are available from our website: www.disabilityconsultants.com.au/news/ 

To subscribe or unsubscribe please indicate on our Enquiry Form at: www.disabilityconsultants.com.au/contact_us/ 
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Disclaimer:
Information, views or opinions expressed on the DWE newsletter originates from many different sources and contributors throughout the general community. Please note that content does not necessarily represent or reflect the views and opinions of DWE or their affiliates. 

Any feedback or contributions are most welcome.
